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i^iATs  cooMciL  ot  CIVIL 
(Juna  1,  1956  to  May  31$  195B) 

Tha  atate  Council  ot  Civil  i>afense,  since  its  creatloo  in 
March  of  I95I9  has  carried  out  a six-part  schedule  of  aetivitlea,  aimed 
at  the  developnent  of  an  effective,  statewide  civil  defense  plan  and 
program.  Each  of  these  services,  or  major  fields  of  activity,  is  briefly 
described  below,  with  <GRapha8ie  on  progress  made  during  the  195^53  bien- 
nium. 
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fhese  activities  are  concerned  with  over-mil  administration  of 
the  statewide  civil  defense  program,  fbey  include  general  progrmti  super- 
vision! collecticm  and  disbursement  of  federal  grant s-ln-aidi  payment  of 
cQRqpensatloD  for  accidental  injuries!  reimbursement  of  other  Consaonwealth 
departments  and  agencies  for  authorised  flood  relief  and  control  work! 
and  general  office  services. 

k new  administrative  service,  the  federal  surplus  property  pro- 
gram for  civil  defense,  was  inaugurated  in  November  195^*  ihider  this 
program,  the  Council,  in  cooperation  with  the  Federal  ;;^plae  iVoperty 
Disposal  Idvision  of  the  Department  of  Property  and  otuppUes,  acquiree 
surplus  federal  proparty  for  distribution  to  county  and  local  civil  de- 
fense organisations,  as  authorised  by  Public  Law  655* 


Through  iiajf  31^  19^»  the  Couacil,  together  with  approxloateij 
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430  county  and  local  civil  defense  organisations^  had  acquired  federal 
eurplos  property^  originally  costing  more  than  $2,000,000*00,  This  in» 
eluded  aircraft,  boats,  motor  vehicles,  electric  generators,  communica- 
tions  equipeent,  hand  tools,  unifoms  and  countless  other  emergency 
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'Hiese  activities  are  concerned  with  the  over-all  coordination 
and  general  supervision  of  statewide  attack  warning  and  o&ergency  consouni- 
eations  facilities*  They  include  operation  of  the  intra-state  portion  of 
the  national  warning  sy st^;  lease  and  operation  of  the  beil-anu-lights 
instantaneous  air  raid  warning  system;  install itlon  and  operation  of 
emergency  coouaunieaticxis  networks,  both  land-line  and  radio;  and  organi- 
sation and  <^er&tion,  in  cooperation  with  the  united  states  Air  Force,  of 
the  Ground  Observer  Corps  rt^ograa  (i*e*  "^potting'*  and  reporting  of  air- 
craft) • 

statewide  warning  capabilities  were  greatly  enhanced  by  new 
facilities  installed  in  1957  in  the  Council's  :Aain  Control  Center  at 
harrlsburg  and  in  the  Troop  Headquarters  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Police. 
'Kiese  provide  the  Cooncii  with  ‘'direct  voice  contact"  with  the  Air  Defense 
Cennand  and  with  all  "dial  points"  controlling  the  bell-and-lights  instan- 
taneous air  raid  warning  system.  They  permit  inuoediate,  two-way,  voice 
coBsaunication  axid  allow  for  maxiaue  flexibility  in  amorganey  operatiem  of 
individual  bell-and-lights  warning  networks. 
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During  the  biomiia,  th«  Ceuicii  pureh&eed  and  Installed  amateur- 
type  radio  eqoipaient  in  its  i>iain  and  three  Area  Control  Centers*  Through 
anateur  operators  in  each  county,  this  provides  a stcitewide  radio  "back 
for  other  energen^  coBwainl cati<»a  facilities. 

'Rie  installation  of  oounty  and  local  fire  and  police  radio 
networks  also  has  eontinued  at  a rapid  rate,  ^pproadn^tely  two-thirds 
of  the  counties  of  the  Ca»umwealth  now  have  county-adde  emergency  coonun- 
ioatlens  facilitiec,  which  can  effectively  be  "linked  together"  for  emer- 
gencf  use. 


These  activities  are  concerned  with  state-wide  coordination  of 
county  and  local  firefighting,  police  and  hone  and  plant  protecti<m  plans 
and  prograos. 

The  oajor  advance  la  the  protective  services  field  has  been 
the  developnsnt  of  a new  plan  providing  for  the  establisfasent  of  nei^)- 
bmrhood  "survival  units".  This  is  a statewide  hone  proteeticm  progran, 
specially  designed  to  sieet  the  exigencies  of  atosdc  warfars.  It  will 
replacs  the  now-out-ooded,  World  Mar  II  cystea,  beginning  early 

in  1959. 

These  activities  are  concerned  with  statewide  coordination  of 
county  and  local  eaergsncy  oiedical  and  health  plans  and  prograos.  They 
include  evacuation  and  care  of  the  injured  and  homeless;  deiense  against 
radiological,  chemical  and  biological  warfare  agents;  and  maintnoance  and 
security  of  Gonaonwealth  easrgency  medical  stockpiles. 
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Hitt  1956*56  biatunium  was  marked  by  ioauguratlon  of  a so-called 
’^emergeocy  hospital  pre-positlooing  program".  Under  this  program,  200-bed 
emergenqjr  hospital  units,  each  with  operating  table,  x-ray  madiine,  beds 
and  all  other  essentials,  are  furnished  by  the  Federal  C^OTernnent  for 
Council  storage  in  colleges,  schools  and  other  suitable  facilities  stra- 
tegically located  throughout  the  CoBsaonvealth.  Bx  May  31,  1956,  the 
Council  had  actually  received  and  arranged  for  storage  of  82  of  these 
units,  '^ued  at  approxtaately  12,000,000.00. 

In  addition  to  the  hospital  units  just  mentioned,  federal  supply 
of  radiological  defenae  equipment  was  greatly  increased  in  1957*  & 

result,  the  Council  now  has,  for  the  first  time,  appreciable  numbers  of 
surrey  instruments,  dosimeters  and  other  items  required  both  for  tralaiog 
and  for  emergency  operational  purposes. 

These  activities  are  coxuserned  primarily  vrith  the  basic  train- 
ing of  key  personnel  from  county  and  local  civil  defense  organizations 
in  specialized  civil  defense  activities,  including  radiolo^cal  defense, 
h\man  rescue,  "household"  firefighting  and  others. 

The  Council  launched  two  new  major  training  programs  in  1957* 

The  first  was  a ^f^eeial  course  designed  to  provide  county  instructors 
qualified  to  teach  local  civil  defmse  workers  tiov  to  use  radiation  de- 
teetion  survey  instnuBents  and  equipment.  The  seeond  was  also  an  in- 
structors* training  program,  designed  to  provide  teachers  qualified  to 
offer  local  instruction  in  the  principles  and  practices  of  mass  emergency 
care. 
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These  activities  are  concerned  with  public  dlss«ninatlon  of 
es3«itlal  civil  defense  infornation  and  for  "citisen  education'',  the 
latter  designed  both  to  arouse  public  awareness  of  tii&  need  for  civil 
defense  and  to  provide  basic  facts  concerning  self-protection  under  eiaer- 
gency  operations.  They  Include  the  preparation  and  disseaination  of  news 
releases,  special  bo<^ets  and  other  materials;  the  distribution  of  nater- 
lals  furnished  by  the  Federal  Government;  tho  publication  of  sn  eight-page, 
monthly  "news  sheet",  entitled  the  "Keystone  Defender";  and  the  operation 
of  a civil  defense  film  library. 

Aimed  at  increased  efficiency  and  econosa^,  the  Council  placed 
in  effect  in  early  1938  new  policies  and  practices  govezvdng  statewide 
distribution  of  the  "Keyst<me  Defender"  and  other  civil  defense  public 
information  materials.  Under  this  program,  the  Council  has  assumed 
responsibility  for  addressing  and  naailing  ths  "Def«ider"  (previously 
performed  undei*  comraercial  contract)  and  has  made  arracgoaoixts  whereby 
bulk  supplies  of  desired  federal  publications  are  sent  directly  to  County 
Civil  Defense  Directors.  This  has  resMlted  in  faster  and  better  materials 
distribution  at  greatly  decreased  cost. 
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.Extensive  civil  defuse  disaster  operations  were  required  on 
only  two  occasions  during  the  193b-58  oiennium.  The  first  were  necessi- 
tated fcy  unusually  heavy  snows  in  Northeastern  Pennsylvania  in  February 
1938,  the  second  by  a similar  occurrence  in  Doutbeastarn  Pennsylvania  in 
Plareh  of  the  same  year. 
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Whll«  thBse  oioergencles  again  cXsarljr  <i«oonstratad  th«  naad 
for  and  affeetiToness  of  cItLI  dafanse,  they  necessitated  no  m&Jor  dis- 
aster appropriatima,  or  ej^tenditures^  eisiilar  to  those  associated  vuith 
the  floods  of  august  1955 • 
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Generally  speaking^  the  1956-5^  blenniua  was  narked  by  slow 
iMit  steady  progress  in  the  statewide  civil  defense  program.  Outstanding 
advances  were  made  in  both  ^e  warning  and  coossuaications  services  and 
in  the  oi^cal  and  health  field.  These  ^ together  with  lied  ted  progress 
in  other  Goun(dl  activities^  now  provide  a sound,  btisie  Araoevrork  of 
organization,  capable  of  rapid  expansion  in  the  event  of  wartime  emergency. 
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